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Players Committee Update – May 2020 

Covid-19 
What an interesting time we have had since our last newsletter, in March.  The player’s committee met 

in April to discuss how to handle golf at Alert levels 3 and 2.  We are very thankful to the board and the 

office staff for implementing the “exercise with a golf club” policy that ran during level 3.  It was great to 

see members out on the course, enjoying good weather in their bubbles.  Enormous thanks to Bully and 

the green staff for keeping the course in such great shape. 

One gripe though:  all members must make efforts to keep the course in good repair, which includes: 

• Fix your divots as best you can by replacing displaced turf and heeling in to level out. 

• Fix your pitch marks!  Every green one of our members played recently had a minimum of five 

untouched pitch marks.  This is a really poor performance and shows little respect for fellow 

members and the green staff.  We expect much better please.  Members should watch this 

video for best practice on repairing pitch marks:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GuYXMn4tA10 

• Move pine cones and fallen branches on the fairways and short rough.  You can do this with 

your feet if you are not comfortable picking them up. 

Golf at Covid-19 Alert Level Two 
These guidelines and rules are to be read in conjunction with the “Playing it Safe” email sent by the 

office on 13th May 2020, and the “Create a safe environment for golf at Alert Level 2” sent by New 

Zealand Golf sent the same day. 

The player’s committee have decided that no club tournaments will be played at alert level 2.  The 

Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend Tournament is cancelled for 2020.  Monthly medal rounds will not be 

conducted.  The program book calendar is not valid until further notice. 

Normal playing group reserved times will remain as they were prior to lockdown (for example on 

Saturdays Ray Seng’s group, then Early Starter Men, then Ladies, then Late Starter Men).  All members 

are expected to be patient, multiple tee starts are not recommended by New Zealand Golf and physical 

distances must be maintained at all times. 

The club is required to keep records for contact tracing.  It would be very helpful if you would ensure 

your contact details are completed in dot.golf, and if you use dot.golf web site or phone app to book tee 

times and check in. 

http://www.levingolfclub.co.nz/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GuYXMn4tA10


 
 

Levin Golf Club Inc. 
P O Box 215 Levin 5540 

Phone: 06 368 6189 
www.levingolfclub.co.nz  email: levin@golf.co.nz 

 

Please also remember all Government rules and guidelines.  Physical distance needs to be maintained, 

no handshakes or any other form of contact.  Enjoy the social aspect of our golf without putting anyone 

at risk. 

Local Rules Under Alert Level 2 
Under level 2 the handicap system will be operating and haggles can occur with caution.  The local rules 

are provided in detail, but the short version is: 

• Do your scoring with the dot.golf app if you can.  Try not to use a card, don’t exchange cards. 

• Leave the flagstick in the hole and avoid touching it.  Use gimmes at close range. 

• You get free relief from unusual or bad lies in bunkers due to a bunker not having been raked.  You 

must place the ball at another spot in the same bunker, less than one club length away and not 

nearer the hole. 

These local rules are in effect until revoked by the Player’s Committee. 

Scoring 
On a temporary basis, players are not required to comply strictly with Rule 3.3b (Scoring - 

https://www.randa.org/en/rog/2019/rules/the-rules-of-golf/rule-3).  Please avoid using physical cards, 

exchanging cards, or touching scoring equipment as much as possible.  The dot.golf phone app now has 

a scoring app you can use instead of a card (iPhone ready, Android coming soon).  To use this, make sure 

your phone has the app, select your booking, and create a scorecard.   

As backup, only the touch screen kiosk will be available for retrieving a scorecard and entering a score.  

You are required to disinfect the screen before and after use. 

• Players may enter their own hole scores on the scorecard (it is not necessary for a marker to do it). 

• Players may enter their own score into the DotGolf Scoring App or the scoring kiosk.  

• It is not necessary to have a marker physically certify the player’s hole scores, but some form of 

verbal certification should take place. If a fellow competitors name or 7 digit ID appears on the 

scorecard it is deemed that verbal certification has been agreed upon.   

• It is not necessary to physically return a scorecard to the Committee provided the Committee can 

accept the scores in another way.  The use of the DotGolf Scoring App or emailing in a player’s score 

would be examples of this.   

Flagsticks and Holing Out 
Basically, the fewer items you touch the better.  Avoid touching the flagstick or the hole.  If you can use 

a ball retriever, do so (these are available at the shop). 

http://www.levingolfclub.co.nz/
https://www.randa.org/en/rog/2019/rules/the-rules-of-golf/rule-3
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The local rule is: 

• The flagstick is to be left in the hole at all times.   

• A ball is consider holed with the next stroke if it is within 30cm of the hole (which is just over the 

length of a standard putter grip). This does not prevent a player in match play conceding a stroke 

that is outside this length.  This is a “gimme”. 

• The gimme is counted as a stroke.  Example, you are on the 1st green near the pin in 5 strokes.  Your 

short putt is given, so your score is 6. 

Bunkers 
There will be no bunker rakes on the golf course to minimize risk.  Do attempt to smooth the bunker 

over with your shoes or a club after playing a shot.  When you have a poor lie in the bunker, follow the 

local rule. 

The local rule is: 

"When a player's ball lies in a bunker which has had the rake removed, the player may take free relief 

once by placing the original ball or another ball in and playing it from this relief area: 

Reference Point: Spot of the original ball. 

Size of Relief Area Measured from Reference Point: one club‐length   

but with these limits: 

Must not be nearer the hole than the reference point, and must remain in the bunker. 

 

World Handicap System Now in Place 
 

The World Golf Handicap was implemented in early April.  Players can check their dashboard on 

https://www.golf.co.nz/MyGolf which now has your new handicap.  In some cases your index may be 

lower, please check the FAQ’s to understand why. 

Please also note that the new playing handicap calculation includes a new calculation for the difference 

between Par and Course Rating so Men are likely to see approximately 2 shot reductions in playing 

handicaps at Levin from the white tees: 

Course Handicap = Handicap Index x (Slope Number / 113) + (Course Rating – Par)  

Example: 23.1 x 123 / 113 + 69.6 – 72 = Course Handicap 23 (2019 course handicap was 25) 

http://www.levingolfclub.co.nz/
https://www.golf.co.nz/MyGolf
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You can read more at https://www.golf.co.nz/About/Handicapping.aspx and 

https://www.golf.co.nz/uploads/What%20you%20need%20to%20know%20for%202020%20for%20web

site2.pdf 

Handicaps will change daily and will be impacted by daily playing conditions.  For these reasons it is 

important you continue to lodge cards as soon as possible after playing, ideally on the day. 

Tree Root Rule 
The player’s committee have updated the tree root rule as follows: 

"A player may obtain relief in the general area from tree roots that impact the lie of the ball or the area 

of intended swing.  Note: A player may not take relief under this Local Rule if (a) interference by 

anything other than a tree root makes the stroke clearly impracticable or (b) interference by a tree root 

would occur only through use of a clearly unreasonable stroke or an unnecessarily abnormal stance, 

swing or direction of play." 

Relief:  Player’s ball to be dropped within one club length not nearer the hole.  May not be used to 

improve line to the green. 

Clarifying note:  “If your ball would otherwise have been unplayable (for example up against the trunk of 

a tree with no swing available) you cannot use this rule to gain relief.  If you wish to take relief in such a 

situation you must proceed under the unplayable ball rule (Rule 19)”.   

Upcoming Events 
The major events and tournaments calendar in the program book should be considered out of date.  

Revisions will be advised by the Player’s Committee once we have more certainty about a date for alert 

level 1. 

Regular haggle start times are reserved at the usual times once alert level 2 is in place. 

Your Players Committee 
Russ Baldwin, Ann Davies, Ivan Franklin, Dave Giddens, Peter Holmes, Helen Latham, Tony Newling 

(chair), Nan Sterne. 

Junior Programme News 
 

Starts again at the start of daylight saving, if permitted under Covid-19 restrictions. 

http://www.levingolfclub.co.nz/
https://www.golf.co.nz/About/Handicapping.aspx
https://www.golf.co.nz/uploads/What%20you%20need%20to%20know%20for%202020%20for%20website2.pdf
https://www.golf.co.nz/uploads/What%20you%20need%20to%20know%20for%202020%20for%20website2.pdf

